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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
19 MAY 2002 

The annual meeting of the New Hampshire Numismatic 
Association was opened at 2:05PM in Nashua, NH, by 
President Bob Fritsch. Six members were present and a 
quorum was declared. There were no minutes or financial 
reports. It was moved and seconded that the same slate of 
club officers continue for the next year. 

Health and well-being of the club was discussed extensively. 
Should we have annual or semi-annual meetings? Right now, 
we usually hold one meeting at the Nashua 3rc Sunday show ' 
in the Spring and at the New Hampshire Collectors 
Exhibition (formerly Tri-State Exhibition) in the Fall, if the 
President is available to preside. The general feeling was that 
we need to create a program to attract people to the hobby in 
general and to NHNA in particular. A Member Drive was 
suggested, with drawings for free memberships. Perhaps The 
Nonagon could be distributed to libraries throughout the 
state. Member Frank van Valen offered to Boat the postage 
costs if the libraries will make the issues available in the ~ 
reading room. Frank took on the job as the NHNA Publicist. 
The status of the club’s ANA membership was queried - the 
Secretary will be asked, and if our membership has lapsed we 
will renew it. 

There was extensive discussion about Wayne Rich’s 
collection ol New Hampshire material. Centennial Auctions 
will be selling it in an upcoming sale, and all NHNA 
members were to receive a catalog. 

The meeting ended at 3:05PM. 


UPCOMING SHOWS 

The New Hampshire Collectors Club is holding its annual 
Exhibition on Saturday 14 September 2002 at the Bektash 
Temple, 189 Pembroke Road, Concord, from 10 to 3. 

This is a nice show with lots of great awards for exhibits. 
The Third Sunday Show happens every month in Nashua 
is at the Holiday Inn at Exit 4. 

Small Cents II will hold its next auction on 21 September 
at 5PM at the Nashua Holiday Inn. 

Send your event listings to the Editor. 
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THE RAY WHEELER MEMORIAL 
COLLECTION 
By Bob Fritsch 

The Ray Wheeler Memorial Collection Of New 
Hampshire Exonumia is the property of the New Hampshire 
Numismatic Association. For many years it was in the New 
Hampshire Historical Society but several years ago the 
NHHS wanted it to become their property. Not wanting that 
to happen, NHNA took custody and it is now held by the 
President. 

Ray was a Charter Member of NHNA, and has many 
NHNA and NENA pieces. Included is a scarce brochure 
explaining the origin and symbolism of the NHNA Medal 
issued at the Fifth Annual Convention in 1968. The silver 
NHNA medal is #12, Ray’s NHNA member number. 

#12 is a recurring theme in his collection as he got 
that number whenever he could. Such is true of the Town 
Medals that were being issued throughout New Hampshire, 
starting in the early 60s. After Ray was killed in Vietnam, ’ 
many towns donated #12 of their medal to the Collection. ’ 
There are 34 Town Medals in the Collection, some in Capitol 
Plastics holders, and a few have the accompanying flyer 
included. The Greenland elongated cent is also present, and 
there is a page of miscellaneous New Hampshire medals, 
pins, and tokens. 

Wooden Nickels were also popular during the town 
anniversaries, and for various events throughout the state. 
Ray’s collection includes all three flat wooden nickels from 
the 1938 Hampton celebration, and the green Cheshire 
County Numismatic Society flat. The Collection includes 
100 round “Official” woods. Numismatic events are also 
included in wood. A complete set of Tri-State woods, from 
1964 to 1992 is in there. There are 20 club related woods and 
another 20 from coin dealers. 40 miscellaneous woods round 
out the Collection. 

The Ray Wheeler Memorial Collection is housed in a 
single three-ring zipper binder, and may be viewed by NHNA 
members upon request to the President. A complete 
inventory of the collection will be published over the next 
several issues of The Nonagon. 

NHNA members who have any NH Town Medals 
with serial #12 are encouraged to donate them to this 
Collection. Donations to non-profit organizations such as 
NHNA are tax deductible. 
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Auction Your Valuable Coin Collection 
with Bowers and Merena Galleries 

Let Our Success be Your Success! 


We have sold over $500,000,000 for over 25,000 delighted 
consignors. 


We have thousands of qualified buyers with money to spend 
bidding in-person, on the web, and via mail, phone and fax. 


We have sold four of the five most valuable coin collections: 


The most valuable at $45,000,000 

— The Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr. Collection 

The second most valuable at $38,000,000 

— The Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection 

The fourth most valuable at $25,000,000 

— The Garrett Collection for The Johns Hopkins University 

The fifth most valuable at $20,000,000 

— The Norweb Collection 


Visit our web site at www.bowersandmerena.com. 

View our online auction sale catalogues for our Public, Kingswood 
and Express Internet auctions, including photographs of coins, 
auction descriptions and online bidding as well. 

Call 1-800-458-4646 to speak with John Pack or Rick Bagg 
about selling your collection. 

They will send you our new auction brochure along with 
everything else you need to consign to Bowers and Merena 
Galleries. Call today, it may well be the most financially 
rewarding decision you have ever made! 


Our new auction brochure 
is HOT off the press! 
Order your copy today! 

1 - 800 - 458 - 4646 . 


Your collection can be showcased in one of these upcoming events: 
Baltimore, Maryland — November 7-9, 2002 
in conjunction with the Baltimore Coin and Currency Convention 
Orlando, Florida — January 7, 2003 
The Rarities Sale 

Baltimore, Maryland — March 13-15, 2003 

in conjunction with the Baltimore Coin and Currency Convention 

Chicago, Illinois— -June 26-28, 2003 

Baltimore, Maryland — July 30-August 2, 2003 

in conjunction with the American Numismatic Association Convention 
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The Merchants Notes were soon followed by more bills, issued in 1744, 1755, 1756, 1759, 
1760, 1761, 1762 and, finally, 1763. They were issued in very small quantities and these 
bills are very scarce today. I was able to find old 'Cohen' reprints at auction of certain of 
these bills, but not the originals themselves. 

The Colonial Issues 

In 1775 Treasury Notes of the Colony of New Hampshire were authorized. These beautiful, 
ornate bills were printed in June, just as the flames of revolution were being fanned. Unlike 
many colonies that printed currency, New Hampshire printed very small numbers of notes. 
Worn, repaired specimens, some barely identifiable, bring hundreds of dollars. A crisp AU, 
issued November 3 rd brought $2,159 in the Early American History Auction of June 2002, 
and another of the same issue brought $1,495 in the Rich' B&M sale. These notes are very 
desirable and are most often seen with 'hole' cancellations. 

Since New Hampshire notes are so scarce and expensive, why would anyone attempt to 
collect them? Because it is a challenge and those of us who are addicted to this hobby love 
the thrill of the hunt. Even colonial note collectors who do not want to specifically collect 
New Hampshire notes will always try to assemble a set of notes from the 13 original 
colonies, all dated during 1776. New Hampshire issued notes in January and June of 1776, 
so including a NH note is not only possible, it's mandatory! There were 5 1776-dated notes 
in the Wayne Rich sale, ranging in grades from Fine to Very Fine and realized prices from 
$1,265. to $13,800. which is a considerable 'spread.' One additional issue was printed in 
1777. 

The Confederation Issue 

The Continental Congress passed a Resolution in March of 1780 guaranteeing the payment 
of bills and, effectively, ending the colonies' run of printing their own currency. It forever 
became a federal government obligation to do so. However, these 'Guaranteed' issues of 
the State of New Hampshire (not 'Colony' or 'Province') are highly sought. At least they 
exist in sufficient quantities to satisfy demand - but they are not inexpensive. They were 
printed by Hall and Sellers of Philadelphia on watermarked paper. The watermark actually 
says "CONFEDERATION" which is impressive to see. A complete set of denominations ($1, 
$2, $3, $4, $5, $7, $8, and $20) was sold in the illustrious Rich Sale where they fetched 
$19,550.00. 


/TV / EZ22L2 7. £3 7? 35 
Stati: of Ufm'-'h.'ampf/jire. 


^ "IN.’ r* -i rt'i- v r»- / ./£• v 


Stilt:: O, 


/ i/SO S r. ix>~v. r? 

ts.*s 

• irrt ■ v r>- iu> r r ./in V; 



A State of New Hampshire "Guaranteed" Issue of 1780. 


In summary, collecting New Hampshire Colonial notes can provide a great challenge for 
collectors and a glimpse into the history of our great state. The next time you see a New 
Hampshire Colonial Note - think of the history it shares - and then Buy It! 
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New Hampshire Numismatic Primer - Part 2 
Colonial Currency! 

By Mike Garofalo, LM#110 

Continuing our series on Granite State numismatic items, lets explore the first paper money 
that was issued here - New Hampshire Colonial Currency! 

Early New Hampshire History 

In the early days of our history, New Hampshire was a fairly uncivilized place. During the 
1600's and up until the first quarter of the next century, most of the hardy souls who came 
here had migrated south to the Massachusetts Bay Colony, where Boston had become a city 
in 1630 and was increasingly important to those early settlers. The lands of Massachusetts 
and New Hampshire shared not only a common border but also a common Royal Governor. 

It was not until the year 1714 when there was an official separation between the two 
'colonies.' 

While her sister to the south had first printed paper money in 1690, New Hampshire did not 
authorize any until 1717. By that time, not only were Massachusetts' presses rolling strong, 
but Rhode Island, New York, South Carolina and Connecticut all were doing so. The purpose 
of these early notes, at least for New Hampshire, was to provide for the care and equipping 
of our state militia. 

The First Notes 

Although the very first 'notes' printed were actually the 'tenor notes' of 1709, they were 
used to finance a failed military expedition against Canada. In 1717, very crude 'Indented 
Bills of Credit' were printed in a variety of issues, totaling 30,000 Pounds. These 'bills' were 
issued in several denominations and were well circulated, but they are extremely valuable 
and unquestionably scarce today. 

In 1734, the so-called 'Merchants Notes' were issued. These were Promissory notes issued 
by a group of private merchants from New Hampshire. They were printed because King 
George opposed any further issuance of currency by the Colony directly. It was felt that 
printing currency was providing too much independence. These notes were printed and were 
additionally issued in 1737 and 1742. They are extremely rare and valuable. Although rare, 
these notes do appear, infrequently, at auction. In the recently conducted Wayne Rich Sale 
by Bowers and Merena, two Merchants notes appeared. A 1734 12 pence note in VF-XF 
realized $34,500 while a 1734 7 shillings note in VF realized $16,100 - that's a little out of 
most collectors' price ranges. 



An exceedingly rare Merchants Note of 1734 


I Like New Hampshire Currency! 



I enjoy collecting colonial, state chartered, and National Bank currency from New 
Hampshire, anything and everything, including different denominations, signature 
combinations, plate letters, series variations, and more. I also like old stock certificates, 
correspondence, etc., relating to the above banks. 

Do you have some New Hampshire currency for sale? I would be delighted to leant 
about it! I am not at all looking for bargains but will pay the full current market price for 
anything that I can use. I will give an instant decision on any item you offer me and will 
pay instantly for anything I can use. 

Thank you for contacting me! I really appreciate it. 


Dave Bowers 

Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Telephone: 603-569-5095 
Email: barndoor@bowersandmerena.com 
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

Please take a close look at your mailing label on the 
front of this issue of The Nonagon. If a “01” is after your 
membership number, you owe for last year and this year. 
Please send your dues to the Sam Allen; PO Box 1655; 
Dover, NH 03820. We have included a handy membership 
form on the same cover. 

Welcome to these new members. We look forward 
to a long association with you. 

Gordon Wrubel 
Bruce Heimbach 
Dave Heimbach 

We have had a few Nonagon s returned by the Postal 
Service. If you know these members’ whereabouts, please 
let us know. 

Richard Thomer 
Charles Pike 
Edward Getz 

Life Member Roger Levesque has resigned due to a 
terminal illness. We thank Roger for his support and long 
membership with us. 

Please send member news to the editor. 


Wayne Rich 

Gone but not Forgotten 

My friend for many 
years 

Warren Henderson 

(advertising) 


ADVERTISING IN THE NONAGON 
Advertising is accepted for The Nonagon at the following 
rates: Full page S20.00, Half Page SI 2.00, Quarter Page 
S7.00. The same ad may be included for three issues , Fall, 
Winter, and Spring, for 2Zi times the single rate. Copy for 
the ads must be camera ready and may be submitted to The 
Nonagon ; PO Box 3003; Nashua, NH 03061-3003 by 1 
September, 1 January, or 1 April with a check made out to 
NHNA. A modest setup fee will be charged for non-camera 
ready ads. NHNA thanks our advertisers and members are 
encouraged to mention The Nonagon when responding to 
them. Those who support NHNA through advertising 
deserve your business. 

The Editor may be contacted at the above address or via 
email at bobfritsch@earthlink.net. 



L I B E R'fY N U M I S MAT I C S 


l'0 32^» NORTH SA1 EM, N H 01071 * 603 *K<T3« 5073 


is BUYING: 

• Franklin Pierce Memorabilia 

• New Hampshire Large Size Notes 

• New Hampshire Obsoletes 

• US Commemorative Coin Holders(1892-1954) 

• Early Political Items (Washington to Lincoln) 

• Bank of the United States items 

• Early US fiscal paper items. 

We are STRONG BUYERS of these types of 
items. Please offer. Fast payment. 

Free verbal appraisals of your items. Expert 
appraisals for attorneys and estates. 


Life Members: New Hampshire Numismatic 
Association, American Numismatic Assoc. 

Email: libertynum@aol.com Phone: 603-893-5073 


Fax: 419-715-5192 


NEW HAMPSHIRE NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 


Volume XXX Number 1 N O N A G O N FALL 2002, Page 906 


NHNA MEDAL INFORMATION FROM THE 
RAY WHEELER MEMORIAL COLLECTION 


STORY OF THE N.H.N.A. MEDAL THE OFFICIAL N.H.N.A. SEAL 


Early in 1967 members of the New Hampshire Numismatic 
Association were invited to indicate whether they were inter- 
ested in having medals struck to commemorate the fifth annual 
convention of their organization. Response to the questionnaire 
sent to members in January indicated that an issue of bronze 
and silver medals would be likely to break even or better. The 
N.H.N.A. seal was the design favored for one side of the medal, 
and the N.H. Slate Seal was a popular choice for the other side. 

N.H.N.A. directors appointed Grovenor C. Nudd as chair- 
man to accept orders for medals. The price would be S7.50 for 
.999 silver and S2 for bronze as suggested by a majority of the 
answers from members. Both silver and bronze medals would be 
numbered, and every member would have priority for his own 
N.H.N.A. number if available, prior to April 25. 

Use of the official N. H. State Seal is authorized only in 
connection with official state business, but the basic design was 
used with appropriate lettering and date substituted by Marvin 
Perkins, designer of the unique and original seal of the 
N.H.H.A. 

Members attending the annual meeting on April 30, 1967 
voted to order 100 silver medals .999 fine and 500 bronze 
medals from the Metal Arts Co. Inc. of Rochester, N.Y. The 
#12 medals in both silver and bronze were reserved for the Ray 
Wheeler Memorial Collection of the N.H.N.A. housed at 
N. H. Historical Society, Concord, N. H. Ray Wheeler, a key 
man in formation of the N.H.N.A., charter member #12, was 
killed in Vietnam. The #1 medals were also reserved for use of 
the N.H.N.A. at a later date for some special occasion. Uniface 
medals, 20 silver and 40 bronze were also ordered for use as 
exhibit prizes, etc. These have the N.H.N.A. seal on one side, 
while the other side is blank for engraving. 


The general outline of the N. H. N. A. seal is a nine-sided 
figure, geometrically known as a nonagon, with a star in each 
corner. This indicates that New Hampshire was the ninth state 
to ratify the Constitution, thereby establishing the United States 
of America with the required two-thirds majority of the 13 
states. 

New Hampshire’s state flower, the purple lilac, crowns the 
shield on which are a lamp, clasped hands, and 13 stars. The 
stars represent the original colonies, the lamp indicates light and 
learning through study of numismatics, and the clasped hands 
represent fellowship. The left hand, which is smaller with fingers 
straight, represents the junior membership, while the larger hand 
on the right with a firm grip represents the senior members. 

A 1 776 New Hampshire copper is shown at the left side of 
the shield, and at the right is the legendary landmark, the Old 
Man of the Mountains. “E Pluribus Unum” below the center 
means one association formed from many local clubs and 
individuals. Inscribed on the circle surrounding the central de- 
sign are the name and date of incorporation of the organization. 

This design was one of three submitted by Marvin Perkins, 
44 No. Spring St., Concord, N.H., and was unanimously ap- 
proved by the membership early in the organization’s inception 
in 1963. 

The form of the N. H. N. A. seal gave to the Association’s 
bulletin its name ‘‘The Nonagon”. Three times a year the 
Nonagon brings to members news of numismatic activities in 
New Hampshire and vicinity. Special features on N. H. numis- 
matics are also included, including pictures of rare items not 
published previously. Editor is Wayne S. Rich, Box 39 1 , Concord, 
N.H. 


